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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
DETACHMERT PFOUR, 313TH AIR DIVISION
APO SAN FRANCISCO, 96239

REPLY TO
ATTN OF: DDCO 31 January 1968
BUBJECT: Report of MSgt Staggs Visit to 13th & Tth AF.
TO: Projlect Hqs (ATTN: Col Shelton/Capt Bassett/Sgt Casto)
Det 1 (ATTR: Col Anderson/Sgt Schneider)
1. List of Contesgts, 13th AP, Clark AFB, P.I.
Major Gilbert, Director Reconnaissance, 13th AF Hgq
Major Wright, Joint SAR Center, 13th AF Hgq
Major MeCurry, 31st SAR Sq, Clark AFB
Major Eving, Commandant, PACAF Jungle Survival School
EM8gt Jenney, NCOIC, PACAP Jungle Survival Sehool
¥B8gt Ohman, BCOIC, Pararescue Bection 31lst 3AR
List of Contacts. Tth AP, Ten Son Nhut, Saigon.
Major Shadburn, Hq Tth AF, Speciel Project Headgquarters
Mejor Palenius, Hq Tth AF, Special Project Headquarters
LtCol Rudrud, 3rd4 Aero Bpace Recovery Group SAR
LtCol Relsner, Commander JSPRC, Hq Tth AF
BMBgt Hawkins, Pararescue Standardisation, 3rd SAR Gp
2. The purpose of this visit was:
8. To econfirm SAR services availadble and procedures, and
to insure our training and policies are in line with theirs.
v. To check on equipment carried im SEA survival kits,
vest and thelir use,
¢. Confirm suthentication procedures and reccvery by
8AR and J8PRC.
&. Adegunacy of our training versus whst is being given
to pilots bound for BEA duty.
3. EAR gervices available and regcue procedures:
&. After visiting with the SAR forces in SEA I believe
that there is no limit to their effort in recovering s downed
USAF review(s) completed. oo g
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erev member as long as there is any hope, 1.e. radlo signal,

~smoke, vipuel sighting, etec. They have the fullest support

from Genersl Moymeyer and are provided with wvhatever task
force aircraft needed to effect a rescue. With the nevw ER-53
helicopter vwith air to air refueling capability they have
been able to effect rescues far into RVH.

. One serious problem isz that they 4o not have an
effective night rescue capability. Currently they are trying
to resolve this problem. GSome problems have been experienced
with people vho do not use the radio properly, signaling,
vectoring (rescue helicopter) procedures and don't knov how
to use the tree penetretor. This causes the helicopter to
remain in the ares often taking on heavy ground fire from
small arms or lowering a pararescue man to the ground to
ansist the victim,

¢. The procedures that ve have been teaching end driefing
the P,.P. are in line with their procedures snd operation.
However, I believe there are some points that should be covered
again with more emphanls.

{1) Use of the radio {it 1s & must that you know
explicitly how to use radio).

(2) Radic malfunctions and how to correct.

(3} Proper procedures on how to vector the helicepter
in for pickup using the compass and radio.

(k) Signaling; flares ete.

{5) Tree hangups ~ parachute snd kit that has been
daployed.

(6) Best places to conceal yourself while awvaiting
pickup.

{7) The importance of movimng out of the ares
{mmedintely or ABAP.

4. The BAR people feel that the ehances of being rescued
are excellent within the first 2k hours and if not recovered
within & to 5 days your chancees are very poor.

4. Equipment cerried in survival kits.

a. The eqiipment presently carried by our P.P. ip most
cases is more adequate than vhat is being carried by the
average pilot in SEA. TFurther, the 0.D. colored parachute
canopy is much better for concealmeat than either the solid

o |

i
2  Approved For Release 2%)3/09/3;

: CIA-RDP75B0G285R000400110002-4




. v E 'f&’!
o R a4 A A 1
Approved FomiRelease 2@3"? 095?’:0 : IAéRﬁ‘P,: 75@0%&12000400110002-4

o 1’»2_};&5”;
G F Ghda oser

white or multl colored canopies, One problem does exist
however and that is whenever the seat kit is deployed and
& parachute landing is mede in the trees the kit is often
hanging up and causing the pilot much difficulty in lowver-
ing himsel? from the trees and also losing his kit., Ve
reconmmend adopting the optional lanyard that allows the
pilot the option to inflate or not inflate his raft. This
vould possibly help eliminste kit hang-up. The pilots in
SEA are being briefed not to deploy their kit unless they
are sure of landing in an open area. The 4 line cut test
on the Cygnus psrachute eanopy (to provide our people with
s steeradle canopy) should be completed ASAP to assist in
above problem.

b. Some nev items of equipment discovered that should
be considered for testing for possible inelusicn in our
seat kit are:

(1) The nev Gyro Rocket Flare tree penetration
produnced by MBA. PSN 1370-078-6350 LYLS8.

{2} A smeall smoke flare that looks like a 35MM
£ilm can that is supposed to produce as much smecke asz a day
end of & ME-13 flare. (Signal, Smoke, Ground Red XM168)

{3) A small plastic veter flask that holds approxi-
mately s half pint of water. '

S. Authentication Procedures and Recovery by Joint Services
Parsonnel Recovery Center {(JSPRC). Lt Col Reisner, OIC
JBPRC, Hq Tth AF presented an outstanding briefing on how
thelr function works. Although they have not had to much
succese in recovering personnel they do have the capabllity
i.e. Specisl teams trained in searching Jungle terrain, the
Fulton recovery system and vhatever military forces they
deem necessary. They also keep treck of P.W.s and interviev
all successful escapees or P.W.s that have been released.
They check the safe areas vweskly by aerial reconnaissance to
determine if any one has put out & code letter of the month
or any other type of signal.

&. Training veing given to pilots assigned to SEA. The

PACAPY Jungle Survival School is responsidble to train each
airerew member assigned to SEA. My visit to the school was

& tremendous help to me to updete our dbriefings and procedures
given to the P.P., The school is getting the latest information
available on rescue, equipment, E&E and SAR procedures. Many
of the pilots who have bailed out in V.H. and have been
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rescued are returning to the school to allow the school

steaff to interview them. The jungle area used for their
field phase of training is very similar to that found in
¥.H. and K,.V.H.

Recommendations:

{1) That TEgt Sechneider be given the opportunity to
attend the PACAY Jungle Survival Schoel to update his
treining.

{2) That the Jungle survival training previously
considered for the P.P. in Haweil be rescheduled.

{3) That in the future a periocdic visit paralleling
this one be made to allov us to stay current, and %o provide
s with the latest informetion to train the P.P. with.

"éf}v’. ’ﬂéﬁ%ﬁfi;t. UBAF

KCOIC, Regeue & Survival
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